
August 1, 2019 
 
Dear Co-op Members, Shoppers and Friends, 
 
After 17 years with the Putney Food Co-op, General Manager Robyn O’Brien has announced she will be leaving this fall. 
Robyn will be bringing her considerable skills to Nine Mountain Retreats in Plainfield, MA. 
 
Under Robyn’s leadership the Putney Co-op has grown to over 1,800 members, and sales have quadrupled. She has 
nurtured the Co-op’s relationship to our area community and members. Along with increasing sales, Robyn also 
increased purchases of local products, which now amount to about 30% of our annual buying. 
 
The last two decades have been a period of significant development for the broader Cooperative movement. Robyn led 
the Putney Co-op’s participation in the founding of the regional Connecticut Valley Neighboring Co-ops, (now the 
Neighboring Food Co-ops Association) and has kept the store active with the National Co+op Grocers, even serving on 
their Board of Directors.  
 
With the completion of the new deli/kitchen expansion, Robyn leaves the store in a great position to continue growing 
and serving our members, shoppers, and vendors. The Co-op’s Board of Directors speaks for all who have known Robyn 
in wishing her the best in her next position. 
 
The Board of Directors has begun the search and hiring process for a new General Manager, and anticipates a smooth 
transition as Robyn departs in November. The Putney Co-op has a strong core of long-term employees and experienced 
department managers, and is ready for continued success as Putney’s community-owned grocery store.  
 
Sincerely, 
Michael Wells, Board President, Putney Food Coop 

 

Message from Robyn: Embracing Change With Gratitude! 
 
Making the decision to retire from the Co-op was not an easy one, and I couldn’t have made this choice if I weren’t 
confident that the store is in a great place and with the best Staff and Board we’ve ever had.  I’m proud of our 
accomplishments over the past almost eighteen years.  We’ve come a long way!! And we’ve done it with true 
cooperation and commitment to the community.  
 
Working at the Putney Co-op has always been more than just a job.  It has been my family, my inspiration, and an 
opportunity to grow in ways I didn’t know I could.  I'd never have considered moving to another job, but when this 
opportunity showed up, I couldn't say no.  I am moving to manage a small retreat center in Western Massachusetts near 
my favorite dance community.  I have been given the opportunity to use my management skills in concert with my 
passion for bringing people together to do good things, and did I mention dance? It is a remarkable thing to be offered 
the chance to marry your passions as a way of supporting yourself!!  
 
Putney and the Putney Food Co-op has held me well, I hope I have given back even a fraction of what has been given me 
here.   Thank you all for an amazing ride, and I am so excited for the future of the store and the community! 
 
P.S. I'm not leaving til mid-October--we've got a lot of good things going on in between! 


